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“It is a whole different experience
to stand outside with the sunshine

and paint.”
—Wanda Doyle

Re-visiting the corridor

Furry Creek
painter
discovers
her backyard
on canvas

REBECCA ALDOUS

raldous@squamishchief.com

ithout saying a word,

Wanda Doyle’s mother
let her know that becoming
an artist wasn't practical.

As a girl, she enjoyed mak-
ing paints. She would diligent-
ly dissect her pencil crayons,
pulling their bright insides
out and crushing them up.
Then she would mix the co-
lourful powder with warm
water. Once the process was
carefully completed, the sub-
stance Doyle ended up with
formed paint colours. Doyle
would place the mixtures into
old medicine bottles for sake
keeping. But they didn’t have
along lifespan.

“My mother would always
find them and throw them
away,” Doyle said with a smile.

Today, Doyle’s mother has
done a turnaround. She gets
excited to hear about Doyle’s
latest commissions or exhi-
bitions. It wasn’t until Doyle
retired from her job as an
office administrator 10 year
ago that for the first time in
her life, she was able to delve
into painting.

It started with one paint-
ing the first year, then three
the next, until it snowballed.
Since 2004, Doyle has been
working as a full-time artist
from her home studio. Be-
sides having her work in nu-
merous solo and group ex-
hibits, Doyle volunteered her
time to several Sea to Sky Cor-
ridor arts organizations. Two
years ago, Doyle sat as the
president of Visuals Squamish
Valley Artists, a non-profit or-
ganization that she’s been in-
volved with since 2006.

Now Doyle is taking a break
from boards to focus on paint-
ing. Instead of spending time
organizing shows and look-
ing through minutes, Doyle is
seeking out new landscapes
to place on canvas.

“We live in paradise,” Doyle
said, while sitting in Galileo
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Wanda Doyle stands with one for her paintings outside Galileo Coffee House at Britannia Beach. The
Furry Creek artist has an exhibit there until the end of October.

Coffee House café surround-
ed by her latest exhibit.
Looking at the work hung
on the walls is like going on
a shoreline walk around the
Sea to Sky Corridor. Doyle’s
paintings, both in acrylic and
oil, feature Furry Creek, the
Stawamus Chief, Horseshoe
Bay and Britannia Beach.
With a feast of scenic beau-
ty around us, it’s easy to take
the corridor’s geographic as-
sets for granted, Doyle said.
Her painting expeditions —
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on which Doyle either brings
her art supplies to paint “en
plein air” or a camera to re-
produce the image at her stu-
dio — help Doyle see the lo-
cal views through new eyes.

“It also gets me out to ar-
eas | wouldn't usually go to,”
Doyle said.

In the future, Doyle hopes
to take her passion for paint-
ing to the road. She wants to
go on an RV trip with her hus-
band, her paints and an open
plan. Doyle will venture into
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the wilderness with her art
easel and her husband will
stand guard with his shotgun,
she joked.

“It is a whole different ex-
perience to stand outside
with the sunshine and paint,”
Doyle said.

Doyle’s show at the Gali-
leo café in Britannia Breach,
which includes 19 pieces,
will run until the end of Oc-
tober. For more information
on Doyle’s work visit www.
nsartists.ca/wandadoyle.
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GARIBALDI 5 CINEMA
Showtimes September 23 - 29

Dolphin Tale (2D) - No Passes
RATED G

SAT & SUN: 2:15 4:50 7:20
DAILY: 4:50 7:20

Moneyball - No Passes
RATED PG

SAT & SUN: 2:20 5:10 8:00
DAILY: 5:10 8:00

: RATED PG
- SAT & SUN: 2:30 5:00 7:40
DAILY: 5:00 7:40

ABDUCTH

]

Contagion ratep pe
SAT & SUN: 2:45 5:20 7:50
DAILY: 5:20 7:50

The Smurfs (20) ratep 6
SAT & SUN ONLY: 2:10

Bodyguard ratep pe
DAILY: 4:40

| Don’t Know How She Does It rateo
DAILY: 7:30

40108 Glenalder Place, Garibaldi Village
www.metrotheatres.com  60z-8¢8-1173
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